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Ptolemy V Epiphanes, 205 — 180

215

Drachm, Alexandria circa 197-183/2, & 30.98 g. Draped and wreathed head of Isis r. Rev. BAXIAEQY —
I[ITOAEMAIOY Eagle, open wings, standing 1. on thunderbolt. Svoronos 1233. SNG Copenhagen 246.
Dark tone and good very fine 750

Ex Auctiones 13, 1983, 441 and CNG 87, 2011, 703 sales. From the HLT collection.

Ptolemy VI Philometor, 180 — 145 or Ptolemy VIII Euergetes, 145 — 116

In the name of Arsinoe II. Octodrachm, Alexandria 180-116, AV 27.66 g. Diademed and veiled head of
the deified Arsinoe Il r.; in 1. field, K. Rev. APZINOHXZ — ®IAAAEA®OY Double cornucopiae filled with
fruit and bound with fillets. Svoronos 1499 and pl. 51, 21. SNG Copenhagen 322. Boston 2293.

About extremely fine 7°500

Privately purchased from Freeman & Sear in 2011.

In the name of Arsinoe II. Tetradrachm, Alexandria circa 180-116, AV 13.99 g. Veiled and diademed head

of Arsinoe II r. behind, K. Rev. APXINOHX — ®IAAAEA®OY Double cornucopiae filled with fruit and
bound with fillets. BMC 40. Svoronos 1500 and pl. LI, 22 (these dies). SNG Copenhagen —.
Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. An unobtrusive flan crack

at one o’clock on obverse, otherwise good extremely fine 187000

Ex Tkalec 25-26 April 1989, 189 and Hess-Divo 310, 2008, 210 sales. Privately purchased from Freeman & Sear in 2011.
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Cyrenaica, Barce

218

Tetradrachm, magistrate Akesios circa 360, AR 12.64 g. B—A /P —-K /A —1 Silphium plant. Rev. AKE —
2IOX Facing head of Zeus Ammon, with his eyes wide-open and his hair flowing behind him on each side.
BMC 32 and pl. 36, 8 (this obverse die) and p. clxxvii, 32 and pl. 47, 8 (this reverse die). Traité 270.
Jameson 2137. ACGC 1076. cf. New York sale XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 629 (this obverse die).
Very rare and possibly the finest coin of Cyrenaica in existence. A portrait of enchanting
beauty, the work of a very talented master engraver, perfectly struck and centred on a full
flan. Lovely old cabinet tone. Weakly struck on obverse, otherwise extremely fine 2507000

Ex Leu 22, 1979, 180 (illustrated on the cover page) and DNW Al1, 2011, 2017 sales.

The types of this tetradrachm celebrate the two most famous exports of Cyrenaica: the cult of Zeus Ammon and the
silphium plant. The latter is thought to have been an extinct variety of giant fennel and was used in antiquity for seasoning
and medicine. Silphium grew only on a narrow coastal strip of the Cyrenaica and was used as a cure for a variety of
ailments including cough, sore throat, fever, indigestion, general aches and pains, and even insanity. However, it has been
suggested that the plant may have been most desired for its use as a contraceptive. Overharvesting and excessive demand
led to the extinction of the plant in the first century AD—the last stalk of silphium was reportedly sent to Nero (AD
54-68). Zeus Ammon had an important oracular shrine at the Oasis of Siwah that was catapulted to fame when Alexander
the Great made a visit and was hailed as son of the god. Zeus Ammon was essentially a native Libyan deity syncretized
with both the Egyptian fertility god Amun and Greek Zeus. He is regularly distinguished from other forms of Zeus by his
ram’s horns—a feature borrowed from the iconography of Egyptian Amun. The facing depiction of Zeus Ammon on the
present tetradrachm is brilliant in its execution and wonderfully preserved. The deep staring eyes of Zeus Ammon seem to
beckon the viewer to come closer and ask a question for the oracular god to answer.
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219

Cyrene

219

Stater circa 322-314, AV 8.62 g. KYPANAI — QN Slow quadriga driven r. by Nike, holding kentron and
reins; above, sun. Rev. Zeus-Ammon seated 1., holding eagle in extended r. hand; in 1. field, thymiaterion,
and in r., XAIPIO retrograde. McClean 9941 and pl. 375, 8. Naville 83 (these dies). SNG Copenhagen
1209 (these dies). Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. Struck

in high relief on a full flan and good extremely fine 357000

Ex Hirsch XXI, 1908, Weber, 4641; Hirsch XXXIII, 1913, von Schennis, 976 and Leu 13, 1975, 347 sales.

This beautifully preserved stater depicts a quadriga driving under the hot Libyan sun. The driver is commonly described as
Nike, but close inspection of the detailed figure in the car shows that it lacks the signature wings of the goddess of victory
and that the driver is actually a laureate male. One wonders whether this could be a depiction of Ophellas, the Ptolemaic
governor of the Cyrenaica when the coin was struck. Ophellas had been a trierarch under Alexander the Great, but
followed Ptolemy I to Egypt after the death of the Macedonian conqueror. In 322 BC, Ophellas conquered the Cyrenaica
on behalf of Ptolemy I and became governor of the region. He may have been briefly overthrown by a revolt in Cyrene in
313 BC, but this was soon repressed. Ophellas was certainly back in power in 309/8 BC, when he agreed to a military
alliance with Agathokles of Syracuse against the Carthaginians. Unfortunately, after he marshaled the forces of Cyrene,
Agathokles decided that he did not wish to share the command and killed Ophellas. The reverse type depicts Zeus Lykaios
enthroned and is clearly influenced by the figure of Zeus Aetophoros on the popular and widely circulating tetradrachms of
Alexander the Great.
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